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AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY

· To inform teachers, staff, parents, governors and other interested parties of the philosophy and practice of Cestria Primary School

· To help to ensure a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum for all 

children in their development of musical concepts and skills.

· This policy contains the aims and objectives of this school and outlines 

planning and assessment procedure

RATIONALE

Music can be source of pleasure and, at Cestria, we strive to provide a platform for a stimulating, informative and instructive musical curriculum which will lead to a lifelong love of music for all abilities whether it be through performance, composition or the pure enjoyment of listening to music.
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression, and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children feel part of a community. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills, to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.
At Cestria, we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children.
AIMS

To provide opportunities and experiences for children to:

· Develop their musical concepts, skills and knowledge through listening, appraising, performing and composing in line with National Curriculum expectations.  

· Develop social skills through co-operation with others in the shared experience of music
· Develop an understanding of music within our culture and that of other cultures and generations
· To enjoy and succeed in all musical activities and develop a lifelong love of music
· Express and communicate feelings and ideas through music.
· Develop all-round musical ability and to aid their growth and development.
OBJECTIVES
All teaching staff at Cestria Primary School have the following objectives with regard to the teaching of music.

· To plan and implement schemes of work through a system of half-termly and termly topic planning which 
reflects our aims of music education
enables all pupils to achieve according to their age and ability

enables all pupils to progress in terms of musical skills and concepts

· To provide enjoyment, satisfaction and confidence to all pupils
· To provide a variety of learning experiences and activities which utilise various materials and techniques which are appropriate to the child’s age and ability

ALLOCATION OF TIME
The allocation of time for music education in each year group is as follows:





Reception
30 minutes





Year 1

60 minutes




Year 2
:
60 minutes





Year 3
:
30 - 60 minutes





Year 4
:
30 - 60 minutes

Year 5
:
30 - 60 minutes

Year 6
:
30  - 60 minutes

DELIVERY OF MUSIC

Current opportunities to take part in musical activities are as follows:-

Class Music Lessons

All staff deliver the National Curriculum in class music lessons.  Whenever possible, music is linked with topics to give it importance and relevance. 

Key Stage 1

In Key Stage 1, music is taught by a specialist teacher as part of our Y1 and Y2 immersive day. 

We encourage all children to participate in a variety of fun musical experiences through which we aim to build their confidence. Using the Charanga music scheme, children are given the opportunity to listen and appraise, compose and play and sing and perform in their music lesson to ensure a breadth of musical skills are covered all of which are carefully nurtured by our music specialist.

The children relish the opportunity to showcase their musical skills in performances throughout the year.

Key Stage 2

We continue to use Charanga across Key Stage 2. This is enhanced by specialist music teaching with children being taught instrumental lessons focusing on recorder and/or ukulele. 
In Key Stage 2, we aim to build on the confidence and skills developed in Key Stage 1. Performance is at the heart of music education – at Cestria, every year group utilises their music skills during year group productions and instrumental performances.
Instrumental Lessons

Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. Peripatetic music teaching is provided by Durham Music Service. Parents who want their children to participate in the scheme can purchase or hire the instrument and pay the additional music lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar, violin, ‘cello or double bass. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, but usually takes place during curriculum time.
Musical Performances

We believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many children as possible in musical activities.
We provide opportunities throughout the year for budding musicians and performers to perform for the school community. This includes solo and ensemble performances as part of school concerts as well as year group performances. This recognises their achievements and celebrates their success.
We also regularly invite outside agencies to perform music to our children e.g. concerts by peripatetic staff.  

THE TEACHING AND LEARNING PROCESS

By the nature of the subject it is not uncommon to find children in the same lesson with extremes of musical expertise.  Some children play musical instruments in extra curricular activities and some may even receive private music tuition.  Therefore, Cestria Primary School aims to provide the children with challenging and stimulating activities which cater for a wide range of abilities.

All children receive a structured music lesson of at least 30 minutes per week.  The activities involve children working as a whole class, in small groups and as individuals.  All staff ensure that the attainment targets of the National Curriculum are delivered contemporaneously.  The musical activities should therefore provide all children with opportunities to show what they know, understand and can do.

The progression of musical skills is evident on weekly planning as part of our BELs and S2S (By the end of the lesson and steps to success). Attainment in Music is also commented on at the end of the academic year in a report to parents.  

DIFFERENTIATION

Cestria Primary School achieves differentiation in music by:

Differentiation by Task

Children working on specific tasks matched to their ability so that all children will experience success at their particular level.

Differentiation by Outcome

Children undertake a common task, carefully chosen to be manageable for low achievers whilst not stifling more able children.   

Differentiation by Support

Children undertaking a common task, but a group of children with lower education ability may be given guidance by the teacher whilst other groups work independently

Through adopting this approach, it is hoped that by taking account of differences in ability, pupils will be able to maximise their potential and extend their abilities.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Music influences people regardless of their musical expertise.  The value of music lies in its power to deepen personal experience.  Realisation of this comes through engaging pupils in performing, composing. listening and appraising.

The contents of this music policy relate to all pupils at Cestria Primary School, regardless of musical background, race, gender or educational ability.  Ethnic considerations are dealt with sensitively and sympathetically.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Children with special educational needs work alongside their peers in all musical activities.  Music is often taught through practical activities which offer all children the opportunity to contribute and participate.

THE ROLE OF THE CO-ORDINATOR
The appointed music co-ordinator at Cestria Primary School is responsible for:

· updating the school policy and guidelines on music education

· maintaining an overview of music education through participating in regular courses and reading appropriate literature

· monitoring the content of half-termly and termly topic plans from each year group, providing written feedback

· being familiar with the resources available in school and from outside agencies

· provide support for colleagues at planning and teaching levels

· promote music education within the school

CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS

Music lends itself to relating studies as it can easily cover and enrich all other subject.

Aspects of the music curriculum are taught through the following subject areas:

Numeracy

:
Note values, grouping of beats in a bar.

Literacy

:
Sound effects for stories, music for plays, developing 

                                        
language when describing music.

Science

:
How sound is produced, i.e. vibrations/echo.  Sounds produced

                                       
 using a variety of materials, i.e. wood, metal.  Sound travelling

                                        
through a variety of materials.

D.T.


:
Designing and making musical instruments.
I.T.


:
Using software.

History

:
History led topics i.e. Victorians – music of the period.

Geography

:
Geography led topic, music from different cultures.
Art


:
Musical ideas to reflect the mood of a painting, i.e.

                                        
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition

P.E.


:
Music and movement, responding to music through dance


R.E.


:
Hymn singing in assemblies.  The role of music in worship.  

                                        
Music belonging to different religions.

CROSS CURRICULAR THEMES

Music lends itself particularly to the following areas:

Environmental Education

:
Songs raising environmental awareness

Health Education


:
Beat and rhythm activities, i.e. ‘Dem bones’

Citizenship



:
Encouraged in all musical activities, children being

                                                            responsible in groups, working together.

This policy is reviewed annually.
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